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roots and contact with others. He cannot be condescended to and he needs
leaders who practice what they preach. Let us hope and pray that in America
we will raise up a Jewish leadership who understands that Jewish education
is important, that a fortress mentality is self-defeating, that the ordinary
Jew cannot be condescended to énd that they must practice what they preach.
If we do so then with G-d's help Judaism will not only survive but will

also thrive in America. If we do not them perhaps we also will have to

analyze why Judaism failed in America.
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Life is filled with all sorts of unexpected twists and turns. "One of

the reasons why on Rosh Hashonna we blow the shofar and not any other
type of musical instrument is because the sound of the shofar is uncertain.
Many times it has happened that the Baal Tekiah, the person who blows
the shofar, cannot get any sound out of it at all or he gets the urong
. sound out of it. If we would blow a trumpet we could always be sure ‘that
we would get the sound that we want, but it would not convey the right
messfage that life is uncertain. The shofar repreénts life and emphasizes
that we all need G-d's help because life has so many unexpected twists
and turns. When things are at their darkest we should never give up hope
because we never know when things will change dramatically for thebbetterf

We must always maintain our faith. In spite of the seemingly endless

darkness we must always believe that the light will eventually break through.

Look what has happened in Russia the past months before our very eyes.
Who would have ever though that communism would be banned in the Soviet
Union? Who could have predcited such a thing? IE anybody would have
made this prediction a year ago he would have been hooted down and accused
of hallucinating. Who could have predicted that the Soviet State would
disintegrate so rapidly? For 75 years the Jews of Russia did not give
up hope »Yes, some did but a hard core of two million Jewq never gave

) up. They persxsted and they proclalmed thelr Jewnsh 1dent1ty even though
they were not able to openly practice many Jewish traditions. There were
Jews who tried to hide their Jewish identity and assimilate into the masses.
The chief rabbi of Moscow told us that there are actually five million
Jews in Russia, and if you c-cg:ldﬂ? wkussian who has at least one Jewish
grandparent, there maybe are as many as twelve million Jews in Russia.

‘ The hard core, though, never gave up hope and pretty soon there will be
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a more vibrant Jewish community in Russia than there is here in the United

States. There will be more yeshivas in Russia than we have here in the

United States.

What, theugh, Qaused‘communismvtq'cullapse'so rapidly? Thgre is a medrash
which perhaps can shed light on‘the reasons for communism's collapse and
which also can help us prevent Judaism's collapse in America. This medrash
states that there are two examples where figures in Jewish history listened:
one listened and was punished and the other listened and was rewarded.

There are also two instances in Jewish history where one figure did not

listen and was rewarded ;nd another figure did not listen and was punished.
The rabbis say that Adam listened to his wife, Eve, and ate from the forbidden
fruit and was punished, while Abraham listened to his wife, Sarah, and

sent away Hagar and Ishmael and was rewarded. Joseph did 6k listen to

the wife of Potifar who tried to seduce him and he was rewarded, while

Israel did not listen to the prophets and was punished.

What does it mean that Adam listened to his wife and was punished? Communism
posited that man is good, that man naturally will do good. Why, then,

is there evil in the world? There is evil in the world because of the
‘institutions and structures which we have constructed: If you remove

all these outside impediments man would naturally be good. Evil is something
outside of man, not within man. Adam believed that, too. He did not

realize that he had an evil inclination as well as a good inclination.

Man does not do good naturally. Man is born neutral. We do not believe

that man is born evil either, but man has to be taught to do good otherwise

he will follow the line of least resistance. He will isten to anyone
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or any urge which tells him to do something and which he feels at the
moment like doing. The purpose of Jewish education is to teach us to

want to do what we ought to do. Man is not naturally good. Mano will

not do the right Lhing always unless he is taught to do it. It is important

that he a;ﬁi;ytxy to do the right thing. Jewish education ‘is- not just

to teach ‘rituals. It is to teach people hou to distinguish between right

and wrong.

What does it mean that Abraham listened to his wife and was rewarded?
Sarah wanted to expel Ishmael and Hagar from the camp. Abraham did not
want to do it. It was on!y‘after G-d téld him to listen ‘to Sarah that

he did it. We can only punish people and ¢ people
whose ideas differ from ours for only the direst offenses. According

to the medrash, Ishmael was playing William Tell with Yitzchak. He was
putting an apple on his head and shooting it off with an arrow. Sarah

was in mortal fear that her boy would be killed. WAlso, the Hebrew word
for sporting, Milsachaik, has homosexual connotations. We are to be tolerant
of other people's point of view. We are not supposed to cut off a person
from his family, his heritage, his nation, his people. Even Ishmael and
Hagar were eventually readmitted to the camp. Communism tried to cut

of f man- from his past, from hisé people, and: from other people. It denied"
the importance of family and religious ties and especially nationalism.

It tried to put an iron curtain around its people to prevent them from
contact with the rest of the world. It edso tried to suppress nationalism,
religious identification, etc. It mistook what man is all about. Man

ngeds roots and religion and peoplehood.
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Joseph did not listen to the wife of Potifar and was reua.rded'; How g‘s
he rewarded? By being sent to prison. What kind of reward was that?
Joseph was a person who was filled with only his own dreams. He was insensitive
to others. He was a bright intellectual who did see more than others,

but he thought that he knew what -was best Eo_'r eveAr-yQ.xi_e. He farought a

lot of the hatreci of his brothers on himself because he never considered

their feelings. He knew what was best. When he was sent into prison

he learned to listen and respond to others. Communism never listened

to the people. Its leaders throught that they knew best what was good

for them. At the end they could not even feed them.

Israel did not listen to the prophets and was punished. Israel did not

kill the prophets. ?ﬁyzj physically heard their message and perhaps applauded
and said how well they spoke. They just did not change their lifestyle

to reflect the teachings of the prophets. In communism, too, the theory

did not match the practice. The theory of communism is so beautiful:

ot

from each ed his abilty and to each according to his need. The ewdy problem
is »t 1is impossible to carry it out, but, more than that, the gap in the
living standards between the ruling communist elite and the common people
was so obvious for all to see. Communism did not result in a society

in which everyone was treated equally; etc. On the contra#, it resulted

in a society of gulags, of death, and of the crushing of the human spirit.

The theory and the practice were so out of kilter that it was impossible

to believe in the communist theory anymore.

Communism failed pecause: one, it did not realize that man could do evil;

two, it tried to cut off man from his roots, from his G-d, fogm his nation
»
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and from his family especially beyond its borders; three, it thought it

knew what was best for everyojne and did not consult the people; and,

four, its theory and practice were way out of whack.

Unfqrtun:a;ely', in our day the An?eric'a.n_Jewish‘_comuriity-is on the vgrge &mmw i'»s‘-‘gng

of collapse mainly because it, too,,haé adopted similar positionsqwhiqh

are not traditional Jewish positions and which will, if not modified,

lead to the complete destruction of the Jewish community. Most Jews in

America believe, like the communists, that man is naturally good and that,

therefore, Jewish education is at best marginal. You do not need Jewish
» i ST 8 wRonA '

education -to teach people ‘how to be good. Sm%m“beeﬁ-at

th i 5 i + iTs

Thie—has waakeaed the fabric of Ameries—and—hascaused—erime—to-muttipiy.

Man is not naturally good and must be taught to be good, and the mo¥@

intensive the Jewish education is the better the result. Jews never had

in the past juvenile delinquents, drug addicts, alcoholics, etc.; now

we do have. Many Jews also, from both the left and right, believe that

they have to cut themselves off from any Jew who disagrees with them.

They have to erect barriers. They do not want their children contaminated

by medievalists or, on the other hand, by goyishe Jews. In some instances

they demand complete conformity otherwise they will riot have anything

to do witg you. This-applies to the left and the right. Unfortunately,

this polarization not only weakens the Jewish community but is pointless.

Just as the walls of the iron curtain were pierced by outside ideas so

will these fortressed positions be pierced by ideas.

There are also in America many Jewish organizations and people in leadership
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positions who do not understand the needs of the people. They think that
they know what is best for everyome without even consulting the people.
They feel that the sole criteria for leadership is large donations. Unless
they begin to listen to the people they will not be able to provide the
proper leadership so the Jewish people can survive. They do not realize
how expensive they have made Judaism in America. Unless you are rich

it is almost impossible to give your children a good Jewish education

and to participate in many Jewish organizations.

Finally, the gap between what people say and do is so great that Judaism
has become a mockery in the ‘eyeés of many in the younger géﬁerationl How
many Jewish leaders fight for everything Jewish and then intermarry and

do not keep any Jewish practices at home? How many Jewish community leaders
preach how we should sacrifice for our faith and then do not even take
time off from work to observe Jewish holidays? The gap between what a

Jew is supposed to do and what Jews really do is so great in America that
many young people do not think that Judaism has any relevance for their
lives at all. How does their parents' lifestyle differ from their gentile
friends' parents' lifestyle? In order for Judaism to survive in America
we must rethink what we are doing. If we really believe in Judaism we
must give our children the most intensive Jewish education we can. We
must reallocate our resources so that our ycﬁng ;eople see that being

a Jew makes a difference in our priorities, and only in this way will

Judaism survive in America.

Yes, communism failed and is now even banned in Russia. It failed because

it did not understand man as he is. Man is not naturally good. He needs




